
THE li( >R\E<) l'OS I 

'Update green economy laws 
to keep with changing times' 
Marilyn Ten 

KUCHING: The federal 
g o v e r n m e n t should look in to 
updat ing Malaysia's legis lat ion to 
keep up w i t h t h e changing t imes, 
especia l ly w h e n t h e country is 
sh i f t ing t o w a r d s a n e w economy, 
says Premier Datuk Patinggi Tan 
Sri Abang Johari Tun Openg. 

He said t h e nat ional e c o n o m y 
n e e d s t o b e re formed t o w a r d s a 
n e w and more susta inable o n e s o 
that t h e c o u n t r y w o u l d be able 
to c o m p e t e w i t h other countr ies 
around t h e world. 

"I h a v e d iscussed t h e i s sue of 
carbon trading w i t h our prime 
minister. I in formed h im that w e 
h a v e t o update our legis lat ion 
in t erms o f carbon trading 
because carbon is a c o m m o d i t y in 
international trade. 

"We m u s t h a v e legislat ion 
w i t h i n t h e f r a m e w o r k of h o w w e 
m a n a g e carbon. So I h a v e asked 
t h e federal g o v e r n m e n t to look 
into updat ing t h e legis lat ion 
in t e r m s of the n e w economy," 
h e told a press conference here 
yesterday. 

He w a s speaking after officiating 
at t h e o p e n i n g of Internat ional 
Green Energy S y m p o s i u m & 
Exhibition 2023 and Solar Testbed 
at Centre of Technical Excel lence 
Sarawak (Centexs). 

The premier said Sarawak 
h a s renewable energy resources 
s u c h as hydro and solar t h a t 
w o u l d enable t h e s ta t e t o play a 
fore front role in t h e trans i t ion 
t o w a r d s a hydrogen e c o n o m y b y 
2030. 

"We h a v e o p e n e d t h e (Smart 
Solar PV and Green Hydrogen) 
Tes tbed earlier and I w a s 
informed that it produces around 
405 ki lowatt-peak (kWp) us ing 
solar. "For Sarawak, specif ical ly 
in t h e interiors, i f there is n o 
hydro grid in t h e area, w e can 
harness solar p o w e r t o produce 

e n e r g y and th is m e a n s tha t 
Sarawak Energy can also u s e t h e 
solar s y s t e m under t h e Sarawak 
Alternat ive Rural Electrification 
S c h e m e (Sares) in rural areas to 
produce hydrogen," he said. 

He w a s optimist ic that Sarawak 
could change its w h o l e e c o n o m i c 
e c o s y s t e m w i t h i n t h e next f e w 
years as t h e s ta t e i s b lessed w i t h 
t h o s e natural resources. 

"We are in t h e tropics so 
w e h a v e e n o u g h w a t e r and 
sunl ight . The on ly th ing lacking 
is t e c h n o l o g y but w e c a n train 
and deve lop our ta lents towards 
green skills." he said. 

He said t h e s ta te n e e d s 
t o deve lop i t s ta l ent s w h o 
are knowledgeable o n green 
t e c h n o l o g y particularly in t erms 
of producing hydrogen. 

"I w o u l d like t o t h a n k Centexs 
for deve loping t h e ta lents so 
tha t w e can e m p o w e r people 
t o be invo lved in our economic 
activities," h e s a i d 

Earlier, Abang Johari w i t n e s s e d 
t h e e x c h a n g e of M e m o r a n d u m s 
of Unders tanding (MoUs) 
b e t w e e n Centexs and Lab 
Tech International Ltd, UCSI 
Univers i ty as wel l as Centexs 

Commercial w i t h JC Gas Sdn 
Bhd. Min S o o n Transport and 
Whitebeard Engineering. 

Areas o f col laboration 
b e t w e e n t h e parties include, 
a m o n g s t others , k n o w l e d g e 
sharing, internship programmes, 
c o m m u n i t y e n g a g e m e n t or 
outreach, industrial engagement , 
and driving t h e private sector 
w i t h i n t h e industries. 

D e p u t y Premier D a t o Sri Dr 
S im Kui Hian; Minister of Uti l i ty 
and Te l ecommunica t ion Datuk 
Julaihi Narawi and his d e p u t y 
Datuk Liwan Lagang; D e p u t y 
Minister of Education, Innovat ion 
and Talent D e v e l o p m e n t Datuk 
Francis Harden Hollis; and 
Centexs chairman Tan Sri Datuk 
Amar Morshidi Abdul Ghani w e r e 
also present at the event . 

Abang Johari (fourth left) takes a look at solar panels on display. Also seen are Dr Sim (left), Julaihi (third left), and 
Centexs chief executive officer Syeed Mohd Hussien. — Photo by Chimon Upon 
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